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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet witl 
ims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in 
riBiewtth (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate commui 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from iss 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. El The allowed claim's) is/are 1^2. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All bjDSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 



i file a reply complying with the requirements 



6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets - ) must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) att 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Application/Control Number: 10/650,019 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1751 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Caroline Wei-Berk on May 27, 2004 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The Specification: 

In the first sentence, after "January 4, 2002," insert - now US Pat. No. 6,645,925, 



The Claims: 

In claim 22, line 9, after the second compound, insert - and -. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Note that, the Examiner's Amendment is sufficient to place the instant claims in 
condition for allowance. 

Of the references of record, the most pertinent is Gosselink (US 4,622,378). 
Gosselink teaches water-soluble zwitterionic polymers having clay soil removal/anti- 
redeposition properties, which comprise a polymer backbone. In addition to the 
polymer, the detergent compositions further comprise from about 1 to about 75% by 
weight of a nonionic, anionic, ampholytic, zwitterionic or cationic detergent surfactant or 
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mixture thereof. See Abstract. However, Gosselink does not teach the specific 
zwitterionic polymers as recited by the instant claims. 

None of the references of record, alone or in combination, teach or suggest a 
method of cleaning dishes using a cleaning composition having the specific pH 
containing a quaternary nitrogen-containing monomeric unit or zwitterionic monomeric 
unit, surfactant and the other requisite components of the composition in the specific 
proportions as recited by the instant claims. Accordingly, since the prior art fails to 
teach or suggest such a method as recited by the instant claims, the instant claims are 
deemed allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory R. Del Cotto whose telephone number is (703) 
308-2519. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. from 8:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (703) 308-4708. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-931 0 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 



Gregory R. Del Cotto 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 



GRD 

May 27, 2004 



